REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

LEASE OF MUNICIPAL REAL ESTATE

FOR

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES

Sealed proposals will be received in the Office of the Finance Director on December 15, 2011, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud, for the following matter:

The Town of North Smithfield, Rhode Island seeks to lease space to a federally licensed communications company for the installation of telecommunications equipment upon property owned by the Town and located at Plat 015, Lot 057 and Plat 016, Lot 136.
All proposals will remain in effect for a period of ninety (90) calendar days from the deadline for submission, or until a Lease has been executed, or this RFP is cancelled, whichever occurs first.

Copies of the Request for Proposals may be obtained at the Town Planner’s Office at 1 Main St, Slatersville, RI on and after October 3, 2011 between the hours of 8:00 am – 4:00 pm Monday through Wednesday, 8:00 am – 7:00 pm Thursdays or 8:00 am-12:00 pm  Fridays or on the Town website (www.nsmithfieldri.org) or by calling the Planning Office during the aforementioned hours.

The Town reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, waive any informalities in the proposal process, and accept the proposal deemed to be in the best interest of the Town.

Each original proposal must be delivered together with three (3) additional copies in a sealed package, plainly marked “RFP-Proposal for Lease-Wireless Communications Facilities,” and addressed to Office of the Town Clerk.
Proposers may correct, modify, or withdraw proposals in writing not less than 48 hours prior to the date established for proposal opening.  Corrections or modifications must be in a sealed envelope clearly marked as “Modification to Proposal of [proposer’s name] for RFP-Proposal for Lease-Wireless Communications Facilities.”  Oral communications will not be accepted. 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

LEASE OF MUNICIPAL REAL ESTATE

FOR

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES

Section I. Overview

The purpose of this Request for Proposals (“RFP”) is to solicit proposals for the lease of space to a federally licensed communications company for the installation of telecommunications equipment on the property owned by the Town of North Smithfield (“Town”) and located at Plat 015, Lot 057 and Plat 016, Lot 136. The leased area will consist of:

1. Ground space measuring 80’ by 80’ for the construction of a monopole communications tower;

2. Either additional sufficient ground space or building space for the location of related communications ground equipment;

3. All necessary easements and rights of way for access and utilities.
Proposers must meet all minimum evaluation criteria, complete the enclosed forms, and include all requested documentation.  

The successful proposer must comply with all applicable bylaws of the Town, including, but not limited to any zoning bylaws governing the installation and operation of wireless communications facilities in the Town.

Section II.  Instructions

1.
Failure to complete the enclosed forms, answer any questions, or provide the required documentation will result in the proposal being deemed non-responsive and the rejection of the proposal, unless the Town determines that such failure constitutes a minor informality.

2. All requests for clarification and any questions about information contained in this RFP must be submitted in writing and addressed to:




Mr. Brian Silvia



North Smithfield Town Hall




1 Main St, PO Box 248




Slatersville, RI 02876
3.
One original and two (2) copies of the proposal must be received in the Office of the Finance by 4:00 p.m., December 15, 2011.  Proposals must be delivered in a sealed package, plainly marked “RFP – Proposal for Lease – Wireless Communications Facilities.”  Price Proposals must accompany the Proposal but be submitted in a separate envelope marked "Price Proposal”.
4.
The proposal shall include a cover letter on company letterhead signed by a person who is authorized to bind the proposer to the proposal, including the proposer’s name, address, and telephone number.  It should state the subject as “Lease of Municipal Property” and should state the name, title, and phone number of the organization’s primary contact person for this RFP if such person is someone other than the signer of the letter.

5.
Proposers may correct, modify, or withdraw proposals in writing not less than 48 hours prior to the proposal opening.  Only written communications will be accepted and considered.  Corrections or modifications must be in a sealed envelope clearly marked as “Modification to Proposal of [proposer’s name] for RFP-Proposal for Lease-Wireless Communications Facilities.”  

6.
Proposals will remain in effect for a period of ninety (90) calendar days from the deadline for submission, until a lease has been executed, or until this RFP is cancelled, whichever occurs first.

7.
In the case of a discrepancy on the price summary form between written and numerical amounts, the written amount shall prevail.

8.
Nothing in this RFP shall be construed as superseding or waiving any of the requirements in any of the Town’s bylaws, which are incorporated in this RFP by reference.  

Section III.  Evaluation of Proposals
All proposals will be reviewed by the Finance Director.  An award will be made, if at all, to the responsive and responsible proposer offering the best price.  

The successful proposer is required to execute a contract in substantially the form included in this RFP.

The Town may make such investigation as deemed necessary to determine the ability and responsibility of the proposers to construct, install, maintain and operate, and to finance the construction, installation and maintenance of, telecommunications equipment and facilities on the property to be leased under this RFP.  The proposers shall cooperate with the Town in such investigation and furnish to the Town all information and data that the Town may require to make such determination.   

The successful proposer shall be required to commence the construction of its telecommunications facilities no later than sixty (60) days after receipt of any required building permit.

The Town reserves the right to reject any and all proposals if such rejection is deemed to be in the best interest of the Town.  The Town also reserves the right to waive any informalities in the proposal process and to accept the proposal deemed to be in the best interest of the Town.

Section IV. Description of Property to be leased

The property to be leased is described as follows:

SEE ATTACHED

A plan of the property is included in this RFP.

Section V. Specifications

Proposers shall agree that the site leased shall be used only for the purpose of constructing, maintaining, and operating telecommunications equipment and appurtenances, including separate power meter, radio/electronic/electrical equipment, connecting cables, coaxial cables, emergency generators, wires and associated appurtenances.  Such facilities must be secured in a manner as to address any safety and aesthetic issues raised by the Town.  

Section VI. Lease Terms & Conditions

See lease price summary form included in this RFP.

Section VII. Responsibilities of the Lessee

1.
Obtain all permits necessary to meet all applicable federal, state, and local statutes, bylaws, and regulations.
2. Pay all costs associated with the installation, maintenance, operation and insurance of equipment and facilities.  All work must be performed in a good and workmanlike manner, and in a manner that will not adversely affect the property or that will cause any other damage to the property or structures located on or about the property.  

3. The Lessee shall reimburse the Town for any reasonable fees and expenses incurred by the Town and approved in advance by Lessee, to hire a consulting engineer to review plans and specifications submitted to the Town by Lessee for review and approval per Section V of this RFP.
4. Pay the cost of the construction of the proposed facilities by the Lessee.  In addition, Lessee must obtain and pay all costs for a “removal bond” for the removal of all facilities upon the expiration or termination of the Lease in the amount of the lesser of (1) $50,000 or (2) the estimated cost to remove the facilities proposed by the Lessee, as determined by the Town.

5. Provide a Certificate of Insurance, which shall remain in effect during the construction and Lease Agreement term, in amounts set forth in the Lease.
6.      Furnish a plan and description of the communications facility.
7.      Furnish a copy of the proposer’s license(s) to operate.  All communication systems’
         transmitters and receivers’ frequencies shall not interfere with local radio, TV, 
         public safety, national defense or other similar operations.

8.    Enter into a lease substantially similar to the lease included in the RFP.

Section VIII. Document Submission Requirements

The following documents must accompany the proposal.  Failure to provide any of the requested documents may result in the determination that the proposer is non-responsive.  The Town will review the information requested below in determining the responsibility of proposers.

1.
Proposal.

2.
Price Summary Form (included in this RFP).

3.
A copy of proposer’s most recent audited annual financial statement.

4.
A description of proposer’s technical expertise and capabilities pertinent to this project, including a list and copy of proposer’s professional licenses, accreditations, and references pertinent to the proposer’s performance and experience.

5.
A summary of proposer’s direct experience with similar projects, including a description of proposer’s business and its development and operation of like projects.

6.
The following additional forms (included in this RFP), completed and signed:

A. Certificate of Authority.

B. Certifications relative to Tax and Non-Collusion.
* ENCLOSE LEASE PRICE SUMMARY FORM IN A SEPARATE ENVELOPE MARKED "PRICE PROPOSAL" *

LEASE PRICE SUMMARY FORM

LEASE OF LAND FOR ANTENNA SITE

FROM:  The undersigned, hereinafter called the “Proposer,” organized and existing under the laws of the State of Rhode Island, doing business as a _____________________________ (corporation; partnership; or an individual).

TO:
THE TOWN OF NORTH SMITHFIELD

The Proposer proposes to lease the designated space under terms and conditions in the Town’s Request for Proposals and the contract included therewith for the following minimum annual rent, which shall be increased annually by an amount determined by multiplying the percentage indicated below (the “Annual Lease Payment Increase Percentage”) by the preceding annual lease payment.  The total lease price shall be determined by multiplying the Annual Lease Payment (below) by the Annual Lease Payment Increase Percentage (below).

Minimum Annual Rent from Proposer:


Annual Lease Payment (ALP):


$ _________________.


Annual Lease Payment Increase Percentage (PIP)
   ________________ %


Total Lease Price (ALP x PIP)


$ _________________.


Total Lease Price in Words ___________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________



Printed Name of Proposer


____________________________________________


Printed Address of Proposer

By:  
____________________________________________
Date: _____________

Authorized Signature of the Proposer

____________________________________________

Printed Name and Title of Person Signing the Bid




Certifications Relative to Tax and Non-Collusion
1. I, the undersigned, certify under the penalties of perjury that the below named Proposer has complied with all laws of the commonwealth relating to taxes, reporting of employees and contractors, and withholding and remitting child support.

2. The undersigned further certifies under the penalties of perjury that this proposal is in all respects bona fide, fair and made without collusion or fraud with any other person.  As used in this paragraph the word "person" shall mean any natural person, joint venture, partnership, corporation or other business or legal entity.

This form must bear the signature of the Proposer or the authorized agent of the Proposer.  If the Proposer is a corporation or partnership, a duly authorized officer of such corporation or partnership must sign the Bid.

____________________________________________


Printed Name of Proposer

____________________________________________

Printed Address of Proposer

By:  
____________________________________________
Date: _____________

Authorized Signature of the Proposer

____________________________________________

Printed Name and Title of Person Signing the Bid

____________________________________________

Phone

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

At a duly authorized meeting of the Board of Directors of the _____________________________________________________________________________




    (Name of Corporation)

held on ________________ at which all the Directors were present or waived notice, it was voted               
                      (Date)

that _____________________________________________________________________ of this  

                    (Name)                   


(Officer/Title)

company be hereby authorized to execute contracts and bonds in the name and on behalf of said company, and affix its Corporate Seal thereto, and such execution of any contract of obligation in this company's name on its behalf of such ____________________________ under seal of the company, shall be valid and binding on this company.
        (Officer)

                              


A TRUE COPY,

                              


ATTEST: ___________________________________

                                                                                                     (Signature & Title)

Place of Business: ________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that I am the ______________________ of the __________________________

                                    

(Title)             
                               (Name of Corporation)

that ________________________________ is the duly elected ___________________________ 

          
              (Officer Name)    

                                    (Title)

of this company, and the above vote has not been amended or rescinded and remains in full force and effect as of the date of this contract.

                             


 ____________________________________________

                                       


                             (Signature & Title)

                             


 ____________________________________________

                                     


                         (Typed Name and Title)

                            


  ____________________________________________

                                              


                           (Date)

